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INTRODUCTION 

This is a proposed amendment in response to the Office Action mailed on April 27, 2005. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-30, such that the status of the claims is as follows: 

1 . (Canceled) 



2. (Currently Amended) A mounting system comprising: 

a wall plate for mounting to a support surface; 
a mount plate for mounting to a display; and 

an articulated linkage between the wall mount and the mount plate including a first variable 
drag tapered bearing for providing adjustable variable drag pivotal movement 
about a first pivot axis a [[.] ] wherein the variable drag tapered bearing comprises: 
a tapered bore carried bv a first support element of the articulated link age: and 
a tapered axle carried bv a second support element, wherein the tapered axle 
includes a tapered spindle such that the variable drag tapered bearing 
provides variable compression between the tapered bore and the tapered 
spindle independent of rotation of the first and second support elements. 

3 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 2 A where in the articulated linkage further includes[[:]] a 
second adjustable variable drag tapered bearing providing adjustable variable drag pivotal movement about 
a second pivot axis displaced from the first pivot axis. 

4. (Canceled) 



5. (Currently Amended) A mounting system comprising: 
a wall plate for mounting to a support surface; 
a mount plate for mounting to a display; and 
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an articulated linkage between the wail mount and the mount plate including comprising a 
fir s t adjustable variable drag tapered bearing forproviding adjus t able variable drag 
pivotal movement about a first pivot axis[[ .]] and a support element, wherein the 
variable drag tapered bearing comprises: 

a tapered bore formed in a first supp ort element: and 
a tapered axle carried bv a second support element, w herein the tapered 
axle includes a tapered spindle for insertion into the tapered bore. 



6. (Canceled) 



7.(Currently Amended) The system of claim [[6]] 5 . wherein the variable drag tapered bearing further 
comprise?; 

means for providing a variable axial force between the tapered spindle and the tapered 
bore to control friction there between, wherein the variable axial force is 
independent of rotation of the first and second support elements, wherein t he 
means for providing the ad j ustable axial f o ree is a screw, 

8(CanceIed) 

9(Currently Amended) The system of claim [[8]] 2, wherein the tapered bore is part of a bushing carried 
by the sec o nd first support element. 

10(Withdrawn - Currently Amended) The system of claim [[9]] 2 wherein; 
the tapered axle further includes a tapered mount; 

the first second element of the articulated linkage carries a tapered bore; and 
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the tapered mount is clamped into the tapered bore of the first second support element. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[9]] 2 wherein; 

the tapered axle further includes a threaded spindle; 

the first second support element of the articulated linkage carries a threaded bore; and 
the threaded spindle is screwed into the threaded bore of the first second support element. 

12. (Canceled) 

1 3 .(Currently Amended) The system of claim [[8]] 2, wherein the tapered bore is formed in the second 
first support element. 

14. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) The system of claim [[13]] 5 wherein; 

the tapered axle further includes a tapered mount; 

the first second element of the articulated linkage carries a tapered bore; and 

the tapered mount is clamped into the tapered bore of the first second support element. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7(Currently Amended) The system of claim 5 a wherein the articulated linkage further includes[[:]] a 
second adjustable variable drag tapered bearing providing adjus t able variable drag pivotal movement about 
a second pivot axis displaced from the first pivot axis. 
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18. (Canceled) 

1 9. (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the first support element comprises a first support arm and 
the tapered bore is carried by the first support arm. 

20. (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the second support element comprises a second support 
arm and the tapered axle is carried by the second support arm. 



2 1 . (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the variable drag tapered bearing further comprises: 
a squared neck protruding from a top surface of the tapered spindle; 
a tension cap having a through hole and a squared counter bore for mating with the 

squared neck on the tapered spindle; 
a washer having an aperture large enough to clear the squared neck on the tapered 
spindle; 

a drag adjustment screw extending through the tension cap and the washer, wherein the 
drag adjustment screw provides variable compression between the tapered bore 
of the first support element and the tapered spindle of the second support element 
independent of rotation of the first and second support elements. 

22 . (New) The system of claim 2 1 , wherein the tapered spindle includes a threaded receiver and the 
drag adjustment screw threads into the threaded receiver. 



. (New) The system of claim 5, wherein the variable drag tapered bearing further comprises: 
a squared neck protruding from a top surface of the tapered spindle; 
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a tension cap having a through hole and a squared counter bore for mating with the 

squared neck on the tapered spindle; 
a washer having an aperture large enough to clear the squared neck on the tapered 

spindle; 

an drag adjustment screw extending through the tension cap and the washer, wherein the 
drag adjustment screw provides variable compression between the tapered bore 
of the first support element and the tapered spindle of the second support element 
independent of rotation of the first and second support elements. 

24. (New) The system of claim 23, wherein the tapered spindle includes a threaded receiver and the 
drag adjustment screw threads into the threaded receiver. 

25 . (New) The system of claim 7, wherein the tapered spindle is secured to a threaded spindle that 
is carried by a threaded bore of the second support element. 

26. (New) The system of claim 7, wherein the means for providing the variable axial force is a 
screw. 

27. (New) The system of claim 5, wherein the first support element comprises a first support arm and 
the tapered bore is formed in the first support arm. 

28. (New) The system of claim 5, wherein the second support element comprises a second support 
arm and the tapered spindle is carried by the second support arm. 
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29. (New) A mounting system comprising: 

a wall plate for mounting to a support surface; 
a mount plate for mounting to a display; and 

an articulated linkage between the wall mount and the mountplate including a first variable 
drag tapered bearing, for providing variable drag pivotal movement about a first 
pivot axis, wherein the first variable drag tapered bearing comprises: 

a tapered bore carried by a first support element of the articulated linkage; 
a tapered axle carried by a second support element, wherein the tapered 

axle includes a tapered spindle; 
a drag adjustment screw extending from the tapered spindle; 
a tension cap having a through hole, wherein the drag adjustment screw 

extends through the first support element and the through hole; 
a fastener for engaging the drag adjustment screw and variably 
compressing the tension cap and the first support element by 
varying the tension between the fastener and the drag adjustment 
screw, thereby providing variable compression between the 
tapered spindle and the tapered bore. 

30. (New) The mounting system of claim 29 wherein the fastener is secured to a top end of the drag 
adj ustm ent screw and the drag adj ustment screw screws into a threaded receiver carried by the tapered 
spindle such that as the drag adjustment screw is screwed into or out of the threaded receiver the tension 
cap either increases or releases pressure, respectively, between the tapered spindle and the tapered bore 
to vary the drag there between. 
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REMARKS 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed April 23, 2005. Please reconsider the 
application in view of the above amendments and the following remarks. 
Status of Claims 

Applicant confirms its provisional election of species 6. Claims 1 5 4, 6, 8, 1 2, 1 5, 1 6, and 
18 have been canceled, claims 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13, and 17 have been amended, claims 10 and 14 have 
been withdrawn, and new claims 1 9-30 have been added. 

Applicant has amended claims 3 and 1 7 to correct typographical errors, and claims 9,11, 
and 1 3 have been amended to account for other claim cancellations and amendments. Specifically, claims 
9, 1 1 , and 1 3 previously depended from now canceled claims and have been amended to depend from 
independent claim 2. Claims 3, 9, 1 1 , and 1 3, and 17 have also been amended to reflect the element 
names used in claim 2 . Finally, claims 2 and 5 have been amended to preclude a future double patenting 
objection (as discussed infra), and claim 7 has been amended to further illustrate the adjustability of the 
variable drag tapered bearing. 
Election/Restrictions 

The Office Action withdrew claims 1 0 and 1 4 from consideration as being directed to a 
non-elected invention. The application reflects the withdrawal of claims 10 and 14. Furthermore, claims 
10 and 14 have been amended to depend from and reflect the element names used in claims 2 and 5 
Drawing s 

The Office Action objected to the drawings under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) as not showing the 
"knurled spindle" of claims 12 and 16. Claims 12 and 16 have been canceled. Accordingly, applicant 
respectfully requests that the rejection under 37 CFR 1.83(a) be withdrawn. 
Double Patenting 

The Office Action raised apotential double patenting objection, stating that if claims 2-4 
were found allowable, claims 5 , 6, and 1 7 would be objected to under 37 CFR L75 . Claims 4 and 6 have 
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been canceled, and claims 2 and 5 have been amended so that they are not so close in content that they 
both cover the same tiling. Specifically, claim 2 provides a tapered bore carried by afirst support element 
and claim 5 provides a tapered bore formed in a first support element. Claims 3 and 1 7 depend from 
independent claims 2 and 5 respectively, and are therefore allowable. 
Rejections under 35 U,S,C, S 102 

The Office Action rejected claims 1,2, 4-9, 1 2, 1 3 and 1 6 as being anticipated under 3 5 
U.S.C. 1 02(b) by Wichers et al. (USP 3,409,3 1 5). Claims 1 , 4, 6, 8, 12 and 1 6 have been canceled, and 
claims 2, 5, 7, 9 and 13 have been amended. 

If an invention was patented in the United States more than one year prior to the date of 
an application for patent, then the applicant's invention is anticipated and not entitled to a patent. 35 
U.S.C. 102(b). For anticipation under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b), the prior art patent must teach every aspect of 
the claimed invention. MPEP § 706.02, IV. In this application, claims 2, 5, 7, 9 and 13 have been 
amended so that each claim comprises a variable drag tapered bearing. The rejection of claims 2,5,7, 
9, and 1 3 is based, in part, on the assertion that the Wichers et al . bearing in the cited * 3 1 5 patent is an 
adjustable drag tapered bearing, however the Wichers et al. bearing is neither an adjustable nor a variable 
drag tapered bearing and the rejection of claims 2, 5, 7, 9 and 13 should therefore be withdrawn. 

Wichers et al. is not an adjustable or a variable drag tapered bearing because it does not 
provide variable drag pivotal movement. The Wichers et al . bearing consists of "shells . . . drawn together 
against the bias of the interposed spring by fastening means such as a screw." ('315 patent, col. 2, linel 0- 
13). The use of the spring in conjunction with the screw to bias the shells indicates that the screw is 
securely fastened and non- variable, and that the spring creates a constant biasing force. This is further 
supported in that "an alternative embodiment might comprise a permanent rivet, or equivalent fastening 
means" to draw the shells together instead of a screw. (' 3 1 5 patent, col. 5, line 53-53) (emphasis added). 
The Wichers et al . bearing is not variable and does not provide variable compression between a tapered 
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bore and a tapered axle. Therefore, the Wichers et al. bearing is not an adjustable or variable drag tapered 
bearing. 

Because the Wichers et al. bearing is not an adjustable or variable drag tapered bearing, 
the '315 patent does not teach every aspect of claims 2, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 13. Therefore, claims 2, 3, 5, 7, 
9 and 13 are patentable and the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) should be withdrawn. Applicant 
respectfully requests that the examiner withdraw the rejection under 3 5 U.S .C. 1 02(b) and allow claims 
2, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 13. 
Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103 

The Office Action rejected claims 3, 1 7 and 18 under35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious 
over Wichers et al. '3 1 5 in view of Horn (USP 3 ,60 1 ,598). Furthemiore, the Office Action also rejected 
claimsll and 15 under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being obvious over Wichers etal/3 15 in view of Sheftel 
(USP 2,986,395). Claims 1 5 and 1 8 have been canceled and therefore the examiner should withdraw the 

rejection to claims 15 and 18. 

In order to reject a claim under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being obvious, all of the claim limitations 
must be taught or suggested by the prior art. See MPEP § 2 143 .03 citing InreRovka, 490 F.2d 98 1 , 1 80 
USPQ 5 80 (CCPA 1 974). Here, the combinations do not disclose, teach or suggest all elements of claims 
3, 11, and 17. 

First, with respect to Claims 3 and 1 7, Wichers et al. and Horn do not teach or suggest 
all of the elements recited in claims 3 or 1 7. As discussed above, Wichers et al. does not disclose, teach, 
or suggest the use of a variable drag tapered bearing. Furthermore, Horn discloses joints connected by 
permanent rivets and therefore the joints are not adjustable. ('598 patent, col. I line 56). As a result, Horn 
does not disclose, teach, or suggest the use of a variable drag tapered bearing. Both claims 3 and 17 
depend from an independent claim having a variabl e drag tapered bearing, and further include a second 
variable drag tapered bearing. Therefore, the combination of Wichers et al . and Horn fails to disclose, 
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teach, or suggest all of the elements recited in claims 3 and 1 7, and rejection of claims 3 and 17 under 35 
U.S. C. 103(a) is improper. 

Second, the combination of Wichers et al. and Sheftel does not disclose, teach or suggest 
all of the elements in claim 1 1 . As noted, Wichers et al. does not disclose, teach, or suggestthe use of a 
variabledragtapered bearing. Also, Sheftel discloses a basketball goal with a height adjustment feature 
but does not disclose, teach, or suggest the use of a variable drag tapered bearing. Claim 1 1 depends from 
independent claim 2 and therefore includes a variable drag tapered bearing. Because the combination of 
Wichers et al. and Sheftel does not disclose, teach, or suggest the use of a variable drag tapered bearing, 
a rejection under of claim 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103 is improper. 
New Claims 

Applicant has also amended the application by adding new claims 19-30. 



Applicant has attempted in earnest to address each issue raised in the Office Action of 



April 27, 2005. In view of the foregoing, Applicant requests notice of allowability for all pending claims 
2,3,5,7,9, 11, 13, 17, and 19-30. 



CONCLUSION 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees associated with this 
or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-0982. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KINNEY & LANGE, P.A. 



paper 



Date: 



By: 



MJP:JDC:kmm 



Michael J. Pape, Reg. No. 45,971 
THE KINMEY & LANGE BUILDING 
312 South Third Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1002 
Telephone: (612)339-1863 
Fax: (612)339-6580 . 
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